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Bandematamm has inspired the political movement to
the present day.

A dynamic society is continually in the process of deve-
lopment. The movements initiated in the early nineteenth
century in Bengal spread and developed in, the latter part
of the century and subsequently, and sometimes took entirely
different courses. What is worthy of note, however, is that
the first half of the nineteenth century witnessed the break-
away from the period of comparative stagnation which,
apart from movements restricted to certain parts of the
country like the Sikh reform movement in the Punjab, the
Vafshmva movement in Bengal and the Mahratta political
movement in Western India, had marked Indian society for
centuries.

It was in this atmosphere that Romesh Chunder Dutt
was bora on the 13th August 1848 in the well-known Dutt
family of Rambagan. The founder of this family, Nilmoni
Dutt, was born on the 3rd January 1757, the day on which
dive retook Calcutta, when, according to a family tradi-
tion, Nilmoni's parents were on their way migrating from
their old ancestral home at Ajapur in Burdwan District to
Calcutta. The family which Nilmoni Dutt founded produc-
ed some remarkable men and women, well-known in con-
temporary society for their culture and learning, who were
among the first and most distinguished persons to absorb
in themselves the impact of English education. One such
was Rasamoy Dutt, son of Nilmoni Dutt. Writing about
him, Romesh Dutt has stated : "He had a splendid collec-
tion of English books in his house, and infused in his sons
that strong partiality for English literature which distin-
guishes the family to this day......Rasamoy Dutfs life

marks a transition in Hindu society, under English in-
fluence. He died shortly after the middle of the nineteenth
century."